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Introduction 

What Is the Middle Tier? 

First Tier: The SharePoint UI and Central Administration 

Middle Tier: SharePoint Designer 

Third Tier: Visual Studio 



What Is Development? 

Historical Context 

Dictionary.com, "development," in The Free On-line Dictionary of Computing. Source location: 

Denis Howe. http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/development. Available: 

http://dictionary.reference.com. Accessed: April 11, 2010.

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/development
http://dictionary.reference.com/


What Makes the Middle Tier Approach Different? 

Data View Web Parts (DVWPs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scripting 

CSS 

SharePoint Designer-based Workflows 



Benefits to the Middle Tier Approach 

Common Web Development Skills 

Lower Cost Tools 

Faster Development Lifecycles 

Reduced Testing Cycles 

Adaptability in Corporate Environments 



Stable Servers 

Backups Capture Full Solutions 

Drawbacks to the Middle Tier Approach 

SharePoint Designer 

Deployment 



Repeatability 

Performance 

Middle Tier Best Practices 

Modular Code 

Reusable Code Objects 

http://spservices.codeplex.com/
http://spservices.codeplex.com/wikipage?title=%24%28%29.SPServices.SPCascadeDropdowns


CSS 

Script Libraries 

Images 

Decision Criteria 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion 


